
 The One who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

 All through this Easter Season, we have been reading from the Book of Revelation - the 

last Book of the Bible. The Book of Revelation is made up of the heavenly visions that St. John 

the Apostle experienced while he was in exile on the island of Patmos. Part of the great beauty 

of the Book of Revelation is that it uses apocalyptic language to describe what will happen at 

the end of time.  

 In today’s reading, John described his vision of a new heaven and a new earth. He 

describes the new Jerusalem—the Church—coming down from heaven like a bride to meet her 

husband, who is God. And then John saw Jesus. The One who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I 

make all things new.” 

 This was the mission of Jesus from the beginning - to make all things new. Even from the 

moment of His conception in the womb of Blessed Virgin Mary, Jesus was fulfilling all the 

prophecies of the Old Testament, He was making them new. And throughout His ministry, Jesus 

was always seeking to reconcile His people to the Father. Through healing and forgiving and 

raising people from the dead, Jesus was reconciling us to God. He was making new our 

relationship with our Heavenly Father.  

 The same renewal brought by Jesus is offered to the Apostles in the Gospel passage today 

from St. John. Gathered with His Apostles at the Last Supper, Jesus gives them a new 

commandment: “As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.”  
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 At first this doesn’t seem like a new commandment - to love one another. How many 

times before had Jesus told the people to love? Even the two greatest commandments were 

about love: Love the Lord your God with all you heart, soul, mind, and strength; love your 

neighbor as yourself. So, why does Jesus give this as a new commandment? Because what Jesus 

commands His Apostles at the Last Supper, what Jesus commands us is a different kind of love, 

a greater kind of love. 

 You see, we can love on a human level, a natural level. We can turn our love toward God 

- striving to dedicate ourselves completely to Him. We can do unto others as we would have 

them do unto us. We can treat others as we would like to be treated. We can even apply this kind 

of love to our enemies. But there is a new love to which Jesus is calling us, a divine love, a 

supernatural love. “As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.” Jesus is God and 

so He loves us as God loves us. This is a love far greater than any human love that we can 

muster. This is a divine love, a supernatural love, a love in which one sacrifices himself for 

another. And Jesus commands us to imitate this love.  

5.19.19 - 5Easter (C)  - p. !2



 But how? We are human beings and we love as human beings do. We love in a natural 

way. And so how can we hope to love in the way that Jesus loves? How can we love in a divine 

way, a supernatural way? That kind of love comes only with divine and supernatural strength. 

But this is the mystery of God’s love for us - when God loves us with His divine love, we 

become filled with that love so that we can love others just as He loves us. God strengthens us 

with His own love so that we can share the divine love with those around us.  

 And this divine, supernatural love is poured out for us most clearly here in the Eucharist. 

This is what Jesus was doing at the Last Supper - He gave His Apostles that command to love 

as He loves, and then He shared with them the very sacrament of love - His own Body and 

Blood. It was this gift of the Eucharist that would give them the divine strength to love as Jesus 

loves.  

 Our goal as Christians disciples is to imitate the Master, especially by imitating the way 

He loves. But we can only reach that goal if we allow Him to strengthen us with the 

supernatural Food from Heaven.  

 Let us open our hearts to the divine Love that is poured out for us in Jesus’ own Body and 

Blood. And may we share that divine love with those around us so that all people may see in us 

the Love of Christ and recognize that the Lord truly dwells with His people. 

5.19.19 - 5Easter (C)  - p. !3


